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in his encyclical veritatis splendor [462], pope john paul ii describes how the moral requirements placed on
science in sacrosanctum concilium [394] under the title of scientia moralis must be placed in a new order,
according to the change in the very basis of the natural order. it is necessary to examine carefully what is

offered on this point by natural theologians and philosophers. without any doubt, the purpose of sciences is
to discover and to understand the nature of beings and to govern the world.[962] we should not forget that
this task must be based on faith and that the scientist should be specially endowed with the gift of the holy

spirit, which sanctifies science, so that it is not manipulated by the passions or the worldly interests of
individuals and societies, but serves to promote and to guarantee the progress of human society.[963] the
church also explains the relationship between politics and economics, emphasizing that the latter could not

be autonomous and that political economy is the handmaid of political science, which should always
accompany its progress with a critical and scientific spirit. 85. in modern society, the old balance between

the sphere of politics and that of economics has shifted, and the latter has become preponderant. this
situation needs to be given the right interpretation and orientation. in constitutio monarchica [85] that was

promulgated shortly before his resignation as secretary of state, pope pius xi writes: the fact that the
economy is today the master and lord of political life can be affirmed without any doubt, provided that the

political community has not resorted to a dangerous concentration of power and declared, in fact, that
economic life is its primary necessity.
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there is no right to wealth. st.
basil the great says that no one
has a right to anything, because

the goods belong to
others.[691] the source of all

rights is god and they are
intended for use, not for

exclusive possession.[692] the
goods are not to be enjoyed, but

to be distributed, because the
human person is not made for

the enjoyment of material goods
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and pleasures, but for the
service of others.[693] the

abundant goods of the earth
belong to the whole of

humanity: the more there is of
them, the more there is for the
poor.[694] this is why poverty is
not a vice, but a virtue.[695] the
rich man is not responsible for

the poor, but for his own wealth
and prosperity. not all wealth is

good; they who possess it
should treat it with tenderness

and protect it from being
dissipated. like the great river,
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which nourishes the land with
its waters, the rich man's

treasure should be a means to
the salvation of others.[696]
331. christian communities
should be permeated by the

spirit of christian philanthropy,
which is expressed in the

following form: the church and
the faithful are called to serve
the needy with a special love,
especially by sharing in their

temporal goods.[698] st.
thomas aquinas notes that the
divine providence distributes
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goods to men according to their
needs, and that, in

consequence, those who
possess them have the duty of

providing them for others.
however, the goods of the earth
are not destined to be enjoyed
by only a few, but are intended
for the service of all.[699] the
source of man's life is not the
goods of this world, but the

goods that god has given to him
from above. the riches that god
gives to man are to be used to

provide for the needs of the

                               5 / 8



 

body, the soul and the entire life
of man. the goods of this world

are not directed to the
satisfaction of desire but are to
be used in conformity with the

law. this is why the faithful have
the obligation of giving in

charity, that is, in a manner
which conforms to the natural

law and the spiritual' law. those
who have wealth' are to

distribute it in charity, even if it
is to their own advantage and
benefit. the church must be
permeated by the spirit of
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christian philanthropy. in the
words of laudatio dei (dei

ecclesiastical) summa
theologiae, ii-ii, qq. 21-23: ed.

leon. 8, 833- 835 333. charity is
the principal and principal duty

of christians. st. francis
dep[632]p[668] the year 1470

suggests that on the feast of st.
peter's[655] the 11th of january

there is to be a procession of
the faithful, accompanied by
bells. the faithful are to be
instructed that their goods

belong to their neighbours and
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should be made to
circulate.[656] 5ec8ef588b
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